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RESOLUTION NO. 2017-   

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL 

CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, ESTABLISHING A POLICY 

FOR THE NAMING OF CITY FACILITIES, PARKS, AND LOCATIONS; AND 

PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION BE EFFECTIVE UPON ITS 

PASSAGE, APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the naming or renaming of City facilities, parks, and locations is sometimes complex 

and sometimes emotionally evocative; and    

 

WHEREAS, assigning a name is a powerful and permanent identity for a public place and/or 

facility and often requires significant resources in terms of changing names on signs, maps, and 

literature; and 

 

WHEREAS, in addition, excessive changing of facility, park, or location names can be the source 

of confusion to the public; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Resolution is to establish a policy that provides guidance to those 

that have an interest in the naming and or renaming of the City’s facilities, parks, or locations; and 

 

WHEREAS, to set out a process for consideration and predictable, appropriate, and orderly naming 

of City facilities, parks, or locations that is fair and meets community needs and expectations. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Policy is to provide guidance to those that have an interest in the naming and 

or renaming of a City facility, park, or location and to set out an orderly process for consideration 

and potential adoption of a City facility name. Nothing in this Policy shall alter the naming of City 

subdivisions, streets, or other features within plats. 

II. DEFINITIONS 

The following definitions apply to this Policy: 

 

Donations. A donation of property, goods, services, or funds generally with no expectation 

of return. 

 

Facilities. Major or important physical structures owned or permanently controlled by the 

City, such as community centers, aquatic facilities, pavilions, zoos, tennis courts, bridges, kiosks, 

gardens, displays, trees, landscaping, water walls, retention ponds, monuments, sculptures, 

fountains, and the like. 
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Location. Any real property owned or permanently controlled by the City, including but 

not limited to parks, sports fields, pathways, undeveloped City properties, fields, walkways, open 

spaces, streams, bodies of water, and the like. 

 

Naming. The permanent name given to a facility, City park, or location assigned by the 

Council through a Resolution. 

 

Parks. All traditionally designed parks, gardens, natural open spaces, and specialized parks 

under the stewardship of the City Parks and Recreation Department or the City. 

 

Parks and Recreation Commission. Commission established by the City to review, advise, 

recommend, and promote activities within the Parks and Recreation Department, including 

recreational facility, park, and location naming. 

 

Note: For purposes of this Policy, facilities, parks, and locations are not mutually exclusive and 

may be combined for consideration. 

 

III. POLICY 

It is City policy to reserve the naming or renaming of City facilities or locations for circumstances 

that best serve the interests of the City and those that ensure a worthy and enduring legacy. 

A. Category 

The City supports the consideration by City staff and elected officials of naming requests within 

the following categories: 

1. Historic Events, People/Group, and Places 

 

a. The history of a major event, people/group, or place may play an important role in 

the naming or renaming of a City facility or location because communities often 

wish to preserve and honor the history of a neighborhood, the City, its founders, 

other historical figures, its heritage, local landmarks, prominent geographical 

locations, and natural and geological features. 

 

b. When a City facility is associated with or located near events, people/group, and 

places of historic, cultural, or social significance, consideration will be given to 

naming that facility after such events, people/group, or place. In considering 

proposals, the relationship of the event, people/group or place to the City facility 

must be supported and demonstrated through research and documentation. 

 

2. Outstanding Individuals 

 

a. The City has benefited from the contributions (in various forms) made by 

outstanding individuals. This category is designed to acknowledge a sustained and 
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notable contribution to the community that has been made by such outstanding 

individuals. 

 

b. Naming or renaming a facility, park, or location for an outstanding individual is 

encouraged only for those who have been deceased for at least three (3) years prior 

to first consideration. The individual’s significance and good reputation must be 

widely recognized within the City, county, state, or nation’s history. 

 

c. When considering the naming or renaming of a City facility, park, or location after 

a deceased individual, priority will be given to those who made a sustained and 

lasting contribution to the City of Idaho Falls, Bonneville County, or the east Idaho 

region; or the State of Idaho; or the nation. 

 

3. Major Donations 

 

a. The City benefits from the generosity of its residents, businesses, and foundations. 

On occasion, the significance of donation may warrant consideration of requests 

from either the donor or another party to acknowledge such a gift by the naming of 

a City facility, park, or location in an appropriate manner. 

 

b. From time to time, a significant donation may be made to the City that will add 

considerable value to the City, the City park and recreation system, or to another 

valuable facility, park, location, program, or endeavor. On such occasions, 

recognition of a donation by naming a new City facility, park, or location in honor 

of or at the request of the donor will be considered. 

 

c. As a guideline, the threshold for considering the naming of a park, recreational 

facility, or other City facility will include, but not be limited to the fact that land for 

the majority of a park was deeded by the donor; or the contribution by the donor of 

compromises a minimum of sixty percent (60%) of the capital construction costs 

associated with developing the facility, park, or location; or there is a solid 

commitment for a minimum twenty (20) year endowment by the donor for the 

continued maintenance and/or programming of the park or recreational facility, 

park, or other City facility or location. 

 

d. Donors who seek to name a facility after a particular individual are encouraged to 

follow the principles that apply to naming a City facility for an outstanding 

individual. See III.A.2 of this Policy. Possible exceptions to this will be considered 

on their own merits. The City reserves the right to rename any park or recreational 

or other City facility or location, if the person for whom it is named is or becomes 

disreputable. Corporate logos, insignias, brands, or direct advertising text shall not 

be used in City facility, park, or location naming text unless specifically authorized 

by the Council and under such terms as the Council unilaterally determines. 
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IV. PROCEDURE 

 

A. General Principles 

In considering proposals for the naming or renaming of a City facility, park, or location the 

following will be taken into account prior to consideration by Council. 

 

1. When naming a new recreational facility, park, or location, the proposed name 

must accomplish one (1) or more of the following: 

a. Engender a strong positive image. 

b. Be appropriate having regard to the facility’s location. 

c. Have historical, cultural, or social significance for future generations. 

d. Commemorate places, people, or events that are of continued importance to the 

City, County, region, state, or nation. 

e. Have symbolic value that transcends ordinary meaning or use or enhance the 

  character and identity of the facility, park, or location. 

f. Have broad public support. 

g. Not result in the undue commercialization of the facility, park, or location, if it 

accompanies a corporate gift. 

 

B. Renaming a City facility, park, or location 

Names that have become widely accepted by the community will not be changed or discontinued 

unless there are compelling reasons and strong public sentiment for doing so. Historical or 

commonly used place names will be preserved wherever possible. 

 

C. Other Considerations 

To minimize confusion, no City facility, park, or location will be subdivided for the purpose of 

naming, unless there are readily identifiable physical divisions or distinct features (such as 

pathways, roads, or waterways, or physical features in or on structures) that help the public 

distinguish between facilities, parks, or locations. Naming of specific major recreational facilities 

within parks will be permitted; however, such names should be different from the park name to 

avoid confusion, unless otherwise specifically determined by Council. 

 

All signs that indicate the name of a City facility or location shall comply with City’s graphic and 

design standards and any applicable sections of the City Code. Specialized naming signage will 

not be permitted. All costs associated with purchasing and installation of the sign shall be the 

responsibility of the requestor. 

 

V.  APPLICATION CONTENTS 

 

All naming and renaming requests will be made first to the Mayor’s office. Upon receipt by the 

Mayor’s office, requests for the naming or renaming of a City facility, park, or location for which 
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the Parks and Recreation Department is or will be responsible shall be forwarded to the Director 

of Parks and Recreation for consideration by the City Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 

Naming and renaming requests should contain the following minimum information (no more than 

five (5) pages, typed): 

 

1. The proposed name. 

2. Specific reasons for the proposed name and how it adheres to at least one (1) of the 

three (3) categories (Historic Events, People/Group, and Places; Outstanding 

Individuals; and Major Donations). 

3. Written documentation indicating broad-based community support for the proposed 

name (e.g. petition, newspaper articles). 

4. Description/map showing location and boundaries of the City park or facility or 

location to be named. 

5. If proposing to name a City facility or part of a facility within a park, include a 

description/map showing the location of the facility or part of a facility. 

6. If proposing to rename a City facility or part thereof, include justification for changing 

an established name. 

7. If proposing to name a City facility, park, or location or part thereof after an 

outstanding person, include documentation of that person’s significance and good 

reputation, as recognized by the City, county, state, or nation. 

8. Identify the source amount of funding available to offset costs of a renaming if 

applicable. This could include signage or tangible media reprinting costs. 

 

VI.  PROCESSING THE APPLICATION 

 

Upon receipt of a naming request by the Mayor (or, subsequently, the Director if the City Parks 

and Recreation Department), the relevant neighborhood association(s) should be advised and 

invited to share their comments on the proposal. 

 

Local neighborhood associations, where known, will be notified of naming or renaming proposals. 

Each proposal will then be considered by the Parks and Recreation Commission (if the  City 

facility, park, or location is within their care) or it will be considered by the City Department most 

likely to be charged with maintenances or control of the facility, park, or location. 

 

Upon referral, the Parks and Recreation Commission (or City Department Director) shall review 

the proposed request for its adherence to the purposes and policies of this Resolution; ensure that 

supporting information has been authenticated, particularly when an individual’s name is 

proposed; and take into consideration the comments of the relevant neighborhood association(s). 

 

The Parks and Recreation Commission, as needed, may convene a public meeting to gain 

additional information, prior to making a decision to refer the matter (with a recommendation) to 

the Council for a final decision. 
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VII.  APPROVAL 

 

The Council shall approve any naming or renaming of a City facility, park, or location (or part 

thereof) in a duly noticed public meeting. There shall be no appeal from a final decision of the 

Council regarding a request for naming or renaming. 

 

THIS RESOLUTION shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council. 

 

ADOPTED and effective this ________ day of ___________, 2017. 

 

 

       CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 

 

 

              

       Rebecca L. Noah Casper, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

Kathy Hampton, City Clerk 
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