


PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 7, 2022 

WEB  

12:00 Noon 

 

 

Members in Attendance: P. Holm, R. Buchan, B. Nitschke, B. Combo, P. Lloyd, R. Campbell, J. 

Walker, C. Horsley, S. Katseanes, J. Radford, M. Hill, R. Foote, B. Lee 

 

Members Not in Attendance:  C. White, W. Johnson  

 

Call to Order – B. Combo 

B. Combo called the meeting to order at 12:04 pm. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

M. Hill moved to approve the November 1st minutes.  T. Hersh seconded. All voted in favor. 

 

Director’s Report – P. Holm 

P. Holm reported on the following: 

• He asked for feedback regarding the web meeting format and whether anyone is 

opposed to the meetings being via web for the next month or two.   

• We have new Council Liaisons, Tom Hally and John Radford. 

• Personnel Updates:  There are two retirements this month in the golf division. Gaylen 

Denning, the Sage Lakes Pro, and Don Frongner the Pinecrest assistant golf course 

superintendent.   

• Interviews were held on February 1st to replace the Sage Lakes Pro.  All three of the 

assistant golf pros were interviewed, and the panel ultimately chose Kevin Kavran for 

the job. 

• Overview of funded Capital Projects:  Director Holm reviewed the following: 

• The Dehumidification Project at the Aquatic Center.   

• A TAP Grant was submitted for the Meppen Canal trail section. 

• The Pancheri Sidewalk Widening Project.     

• The Skyline Tennis Court Project.   

• The Sunnyside Park Irrigation System. 

• The overlay of the Tautphaus Park Tennis Courts.  



• The Mel Erickson Sunnyside Park and Liberty Park playground 

improvements/installation project. 

• An RFP is being developed for a niche wall at Rosehill Cemetery.   

• The Pinecrest Irrigation System is completed. 

• The Funland Restoration Committee continues working hard to fundraise for the 

project, and we hope to have some portions of Funland open in the summer of 

2022. 

• Land Water Conservation Update – Idaho Falls City Council voted to change the 

location of the Water Tower to the Library parking lot.   The Parks Department is 

working with Brent Thompsen to update property appraisals and work on an 

appraising a piece of property on Tyra Dr. near College of Eastern Idaho where a 

park is being considered. 

• The Idaho Falls Motorcross Association was just approved by City Council to 

lease Noise Park and take over the operation and maintenance of that property 

with minimal assistance from the Parks Department.   

 

Adopt a Park Program and Park Stewart Program Presentation – R. Buchan 

R. Buchan reported on the following new volunteer programs being developed. 

• Adopt-a-Park Program  

• Park Stewards Program 

• Adopt-a- Field Program  

R. Buchan outlined each program, including the mission, volunteer requirements, 

commitment expectations, planned volunteer recognition, available projects, etc. She 

explained how these programs will not only benefit the volunteer groups or persons who 

adopt a park or become a park steward, but also how it will greatly benefit our community 

and the Parks and Recreation Department.   

 

Golf Advisory Committee Report - T. Hersh (no report) 

 

Division Updates 

Parks – R. Campbell  

R. Campbell reported on the following: 

• Tree maintenance is underway. 

• They are continuing to maintain the outdoor skating ponds. 

• Equipment is being repaired as needed. 

• They are working on getting the 2022 projects started. 

 

Zoo – D. Pennock (Reported by S. Katseanes) 



S. Katseanes reported on the following: 

• The spring opening day of the zoo will be on Wednesday, April 13th.  The Zoo staff is 

opting for a “soft” opening on a weekday to give the staff time to work out any bugs 

before the weekend. 

• Jr. Zoo Crew and Adult Volunteer applications are being made available.   

• Kathryn Farley is the new Volunteer Coordinator for the Idaho Falls Zoo. 

• The Zoo’s Volunteer Clean-Up Day is scheduled for April 2nd.   

• Full time Idaho Falls Zoo job openings have been posted and seasonal job applications 

will be available soon on the City’s employment website. 

 

Recreation – C. Horsley 

C. Horsley reported on the following: 

• C. Horsley recommended that everyone take advantage of the outdoor skating ponds 

while the weather is still cold enough and the ponds are available. 

 

Commissioner Reports 

J. Walker – County Commissioner  

J. Walker reported on the following: 

• The trails in the back country are groomed. 

• There is an effort to get the anglers who use Blacktail Reservoir to stay in the zoned area 

and not take their motorized vehicles across area farmers’ properties.  The County and 

Fish and Game are working on obtaining land for a future parking lot.  This would allow 

anglers to park in a zoned location that would keep the thoroughfares clear and enable 

the county to plow.   

• The snowpack, at end of month was 108 percent, but to stay at that level we will need 

more snow.   

 

School Dist. 91 – Pat Lloyd  

P. Lloyd reported on the following: 

• The winter season went well, and they are looking forward to spring sports.  

 

School Dist. 91 – W. Johnson (absent) 

 

Shade Tree Committee – M. Hill 

M. Hill reported on the following: 

• They had their first Shade Tree Committee meeting that had a full quorum in several 

months.  The Committee also has two new members, Sam Ellsworth and David Vest. 

• Arbor day will be scheduled for May 11th or 12th at Reinhart Park. 



• John Radford will be doing a presentation at the next Shade Tree Committee meeting, 

outlining a goal to plant 100,000 trees over the next ten years.   

 

Adjournment at 12:55 pm. 

 

Next meeting will be held March 7, 2022 

 

Recorded by: 

Tracy Sessions, Clerk, Parks & Recreation 



GOLF ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 

ACTIVITY CENTER 
 

ATTENDANCE 

Members in attendance:  B. Bugger, R. Elwood, M. Dimick, B. McGiff, G. Denning, M. Spraktes, 

N. Watson, J. Graham, G. Lattimore, T. Reinke, R. Carosone, J. Freeman, J. Landon, B. Martin, P. 

Holm, T. Reinke  

 

Members Absent: J. Finup, S. Priebe, F. Sica T. Hersh, M. Cole 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

R. Carosone called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

B. Bugger motioned to approve the May 26, 2021, minutes.   G. Lattimore seconded.  All in 

favor.   

 

MANAGER OF GOLF OPERATIONS – T. REINKE  

• T. Reinke reviewed the financials and rounds played for the 2021 golf season. Numbers 

were up in almost every category from daily green fees to merchandise sales.  The 2021 

season was a record year for revenue.   

• The golf irrigation loan repayment plan was discussed at length.  The board considered 

several ways to pay the loan off quicker and discussed the future loans that will be 

required to repair the irrigation systems at Sand Creek and Sage Lakes golf courses.   

• Price increases.  T. Reinke passed out a list of the City Council approved price increases.  

There was discussion on factors that should be considered when deciding on whether to 

raise prices, including the current inflation, fuel increases, the growing population, etc.  

After considerable discussion, B. McGiff moved to increase prices by 5%, except for the 

9-hole green fees and the 9-hole punch passes.  G. Lattimore seconded.  All in favor. 

• The increase of fees by credit card companies was discussed.  The current credit card 

fees are costing the golf courses approximately $65,000 per year.  It was decided to put 

this topic on the spring agenda to discuss ways to address the problem.   



• T. Rinke announced that Sage Lakes Golf Pro Gaylen Denning will be retiring February 

25th.   

 

ASSOCIATION REPORTS 

Women’s Association – N. Watson 

• N. Watson advised that Vickey Brown will be the Women’s Association President for 

2022.   

• The association will be going to “Bluegolf” for scoring. 

 

Men’s Association – M. Dimick   

• M. Dimick reported that they have 532 active members in the association. 

 

Junior Association – F. Sica – absent (reported by T. Reinke) 

• There are 348 active members in the Junior’s Association.   

• A successful fundraiser was held this summer for the association with musician Jaci 

Sites.   

• They were able to hold their awards banquet in person this year. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Pinecrest Superintendent – M. Spraktes 

• The irrigation system will be finished by November 6th. 

• The pump station is finished, and the backup pump is being completed now. 

• The warranty on the Watertronics System will be good for one year. 

• M. Spraktes is having trouble finding a contractor to install the bathroom in the 

Pinecrest shop. 

 

Sand Creek Pro – J. Graham 

• Play at Sand Creek was up 30% this year.  This increase in play could be on account that 

they had thirteen company events at the course. 

• He advised that 90% of the customers are using the new ball machine that was installed 

by B. Martin. 

 

Sand Creek Superintendent – B. Martin 

• B. Martin reported that last year’s winter kill recuperated well, and the greens and tee 

boxes all came back. 

• They are currently winterizing the course. 

• The ball machine was challenging to get hooked up. 



• Most of the employees have left so they are trying to complete all the projects with 

limited manpower. 

 

Sage Lakes Pro – G. Denning  

• It was a banner year! 

 

Sage Lakes Superintendent – J. Landon  

• They have finished blowing out the lines. 

• They are clearing out the water ways between the olive trees. 

• They have finished the tree removal on the front end of the course. 

• The restrooms are still open at this point, but they are monitoring the weather. 

• Raising up the trees benefitted the course. 

• They removed approximately 160 loads of trees this season but are only about halfway 

finished. 

• The greens are the best they’ve ever been.   

• He plans to re-do the tee box on number six.  It will be done “in house”.  

 

 

B. Bugger motioned to adjourn at 8:10 pm.  G. Lattimore seconded.  All in favor. 

 

Next meeting will be held TBA 

 

Recorded by: 

Tracy Sessions, Administrative Assistant, Parks & Recreation 
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Complex Bid





Public Works - Microtransit Contract 
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